Christ In Every Doctrine
EGW Statements, collected by Lee Venden / Dan Smith

The very first and most important thing is to melt and subdue the soul by presenting our Lord Jesus Christ as the
sin-pardoning Saviour. Never should a sermon be preached, or Bible instruction in any line be given, without
pointing the hearers to the "Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. Every true doctrine
makes Christ the center, every precept receives force from His words. {6T 53.3}

Let the minister's ambition be carefully to search the Bible, that they may know as much as possible of God and
of Jesus Christ, whom He has sent. The more clearly ministers discern Christ, and catch His spirit, the more forcibly
will they preach the simple truth of which Christ is the center.--Review and Herald, March 24, 1896.

Of all professing Christians, Seventh-day Adventists should be foremost in uplifting Christ before the world. The
proclamation of the third angel's message calls for the presentation of the Sabbath truth. This truth, with others
included in the message, is to be proclaimed; but the great center of attraction, Christ Jesus, must not be left out. It is
at the cross of Christ that mercy and truth meet together, and righteousness and peace kiss each other. The sinner
must be led to look to Calvary; with the simple faith of a little child he must trust in the merits of the Saviour,
accepting His righteousness, believing in His mercy. {LHU 161.2}

In order to enlighten souls it is not necessary to bring up controverted points of doctrine, and thus create
opposition. Christ is the center of all our faith and hope. Those who can preach the matchless love of God, those
who with softened heart can lift up Jesus, and inspire hearts to give him their best and holiest affections, are doing a
high and holy work. By faithfully presenting to the people the cross of Calvary, the canvasser doubles his power of
usefulness. No sooner is the name of Jesus mentioned in love and tenderness than angels of God draw near, and
soften and subdue the heart.

Doctrines of all kinds are proclaimed with no special effect; for men expect that men will seek to press upon
them their doctrines; but when the matchless love of Jesus is dwelt upon, the grace of Christ is there to make its
impression upon the heart. There are many who are sincerely seeking for light, who know not what they must do to
be saved. O tell them of the love of God, of the sacrifice Christ made on Calvary's cross to save souls from
perishing! {Home Missionary, 08-01-93}

Christ is the center of all true doctrine. He is the One in whom our hopes of eternal life are centered; and the
teacher who learns from Him finds a safe anchorage. {CT 453}

As the end approaches, the testimonies of God's servants will become more decided and more powerful, flashing
the light of truth upon the systems of error and oppression that have so long held the supremacy. The Lord has sent
us messages for this time to establish Christianity upon an eternal basis, and all who believe present truth must
stand, not in their own wisdom, but in God, and raise up the foundations of many generations. These will be
registered in the books of heaven as repairers of the breach, the restorers of paths to dwell in. We are to maintain the
truth because it is truth, in the face of the bitterest opposition. God is at work upon human minds; it is not man alone
that is working. The great illuminating power is from Christ; the brightness of His example is to be kept before the
people in every discourse. {2Manuscript Release 230.2}

When our faith lays hold upon Christ as our personal Saviour, we shall place Him before others in a new light.
And when the people behold Christ as He is, they will not wrangle over doctrines; they will flee to Him for pardon,
purity, and eternal life. {CM 49.1}

The science of salvation is to be the burden of every sermon, the theme of every song. Let it be poured forth in
every supplication. Let nothing be brought into the preaching of the Word to supplement Christ, the Word and
power of God. Let His name, the only name given under heaven whereby we may be saved, be exalted in every
discourse, and from Sabbath to Sabbath let the trumpet of the watchmen give a certain sound. Christ is the science
and eloquence of the gospel, and His ministers are to hold forth the Word of life, presenting hope to the penitent,
peace to the troubled and desponding, and grace and completeness and strength to the believing.--Ms 107, 1898.
{VSS 337.1}

Christ's servants are to present the riches of the glory of the unspeakable Gift. The wonderful love of Christ will
melt and subdue hearts, when the mere reiteration of doctrines would accomplish nothing...Tell the people of Him
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who is "the Chiefest among ten thousand" -DA 826

Christ crucified-talk it, pray it, sing it, and it will break and win hearts. This is the power and wisdom of God to
gather souls for Christ. Formal, set phrases, the presentation of merely argumentative subjects, is productive of little
good. The melting love of God in the hearts of the workers will be recognized by those for whom they labor. Souls
are thirsting for the waters of life. Do not be empty cisterns. If you reveal the love of Christ to them, you may lead
the hungering, thirsting ones to Jesus, and He will give them the bread of life and the water of salvation.”-6T 67

There need to be far more lessons in the ministry of the Word of true conversion than of the arguments of the
doctrines; for it is far easier and more natural for the heart that is not under the control of the Spirit of Christ to
choose doctrinal subjects rather than the practical. There are many Christless discourses given that are no more
acceptable to God than was the offering of Cain. They are not in harmony with God. —TSB 196

Hanging upon the cross Christ was the gospel........ This is our message, our argument, our doctrine, our warning
to the impenitent, our encouragement for the sorrowing, the hope for every believer. -SDABC7A 662

The sacrifice of Christ as an atonement for sin is the great truth around which all other truths cluster. In order to be
rightly understood and appreciated, every truth in the word of God, from Genesis to Revelation, must be studied in
the light that streams from the cross of Calvary. I present before you the great, grand monument of mercy and
regeneration, salvation and redemption,—the Son of God uplifted on the cross. This is to be the foundation of every
discourse given by our ministers. -GW 315

It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. Men are losing their knowledge of His
character. It has been misunderstood and misinterpreted. At this time a message from God is to be proclaimed, a
message illuminating in its influence and saving in its power. His character is to be made known. Into the darkness
of the world is to be shed the light of His glory, the light of His goodness, mercy, and truth...Those who wait for the
Bridegroom’s coming are to say to the people, “Behold your God.” The last rays of merciful light, the last message
of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love -COL 415

There is no other gospel than that which is wrapped up in Christ. The more gospel, the more Christ, and the more
Christ, the more gospel. -Charles Spurgeon

Jesus is the Truth. We believe in Him-not merely in His words. He himself is Doctor and Doctrine, Revealer and
Revelation, the Illuminator and the Light of Men. He is exalted in every word of truth, because He is its sum and
substance. He sits above the gospel, like a prince on His own throne. Doctrine is most precious when we see it
distilling from His lips and embodied in His person. Sermons are valuable in proportion as they speak of Him and
point to Him. A Christless gospel is no gospel and a Christless discourse is the cause of merriment to devils. May
the Holy Ghost teach us more of Jesus, until we comprehend with all saints, what are the heights and depths, and
know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus only, have we labored to extol: may the Lord
himself succeed our endeavors. —Charles Spurgeon

If T had preached any other than the doctrine of Christ crucified, I should year's ago have scattered my audience to
the winds of heaven. But the old theme is always new, always fresh, always attractive. Preach Jesus Christ. That is
the recipe for catching men's ears and laying hold upon men's hearts. The name of Jesus is to man's heart the most
mighty of charms: man's ear waits for it as the morning hour waits for the sun. or as the parched earth waits for the
shower. Ring out the name of Jesus; it is the sweetest carol ever sung. Ring it out without fear or stint, for it is
always welcome as the flowers in May: men will never tire of it till the flowers are satiated with sunlight, and the
grass grows weary of the dew. The music of that blessed silver bell rings out o'er hill and dale as sweetly as when,
on the first Christmas-night, the angels sang, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men. —Charles Spurgeon
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