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INTRO.  A.  Famous story, the Scarlet Letter.  1600s, couple married in England, she comes first to Boston, has an affair with a young minister, has a baby, 10 months since she left her husband in England, so everybody knows--can’t be his.  Make her wear a SCARLET “A” for Adultery.  Everybody knows what she did.


1.  Most of us—it’s not public.  Not like CLINTON,  or BILL COSBY, or the people who paid to get their kids into college, sports stars mess up, the whole world knows.  All our little sins, gossip, or getting mad or taking a sick day when you’re not really sick—or watch some movie got some sex in it—maybe nobody knows.  But what you don’t know is—The Conference has software that has everybody’s sins in it.  Pastor Quiroz knows everything you do!  You think it’s in the dark, nobody knows.  Pastors know!  I went back on the conference payroll last week—I got my printout—it’s all in there!



2.  Old joke, room in heaven full of CLOCKS--each person has a clock, moves whenever that person sins–some moving fast, some moving slow.  Can’t find one person, angel took it to their room, using it for a FAN.   But all the clocks are moving!  ROMANS 3:10 “There is no one righteous–no, not one!”

B.  You’ve got several choices on what to do:  #1—You can DENY it all–do what Clinton tried to do–“I did not have sex with that woman.”  I don’t have a problem.  I didn’t do it.  #2--DIMINISH the list—Whai don’t think that’s wrong!  What’s wrong with that?  Doesn’t hurt anybody.  Redefine sin, shorten the list, reduce the number of commandments.  BILL CLINTON used to want the line-item veto, you didn’t have to veto the whole law just a line or two.  JAY LENO–Reason Clinton wanted that, take out eh commandment about ADULTERY!  Ted Turner cheated on his wife–“If you’re only going to have 10 rules, I don’t know if ADULTERY should be one of them.” #3--DUMP it to someone else–Not my fault, I was tired, “The Devil made me do it,” #4—Work to Pay off the DEBT--Work it Off.  Do something to make up for it, pay it off, , put enough on the other side of the justice scales to tip it to the other side.  (Remember “The Mission,” man killed his brother, to pay penance, man dragging all his armor up the mountain.)

C.  Or–You can try Grace. PILGRIM’S Progress–Christian–takes sins to the Cross, Drops “Burden”.

I.  “THE PROBLEM:”  A.  But there’s the problem–we all know the Gospel.  But we don’t believe it.  One survey showed–50% of Christians–don’t believe they’re forgiven  We know the texts--1 JOHN 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”  The problem is–people don’t believe it for themselves.  Steps to Christ 52 “Here is where thousands fail; they do not believe that Jesus pardons them, personally, individually.  They do not take God at His word.  It is the privilege of all...to know for themselves that pardon is freely extended for every sin.” 


1. SONG—about Peter–“He’s Alive–and I’m forgiven, heaven’s gates are open wide, He’s Alive.”  Can sing it, but don’t believe it.   HYBELS–went windsurfing all summer with this guy, then witness to him in a coffee shop.  End of summer, asked him, “How come, haven’t accepted Christ?”  “Can you go over it one more time.”  Gospel.  “If it could only be true.”  Hard to believe it’s true.  NO grace in rest of the world.  Crazy thing is, after that guy left, Hybels paying the bill, another guy came, said, “I heard it—can I do it?”

II.  WEHEN WE’RE FORGIVEN–SINS ARE GONE.  A.  Here’s one of the challenges in Adventism:  ???ARE SINS GONE IMMEDIATELY—OR NOT ‘TIL THE FINAL JUDGMENT?  What I was told, when you confess your sins, God forgives them, writes pardon by them–but they’re not really gone.  If you later reject Christ–those sins came back onto your record, have to pay for those sins, burn longer in the fire.  Somehow–even at 17–that didn’t sound right.   I thought if God forgives–it was gone.  Finished.  Forgotten.  And if you rejected Christ–you’d be lost for that–didn’t matter 1 sin, or a million sins–JOHN 3:18 “’Whoever does not believe, is condemned already.’”  The final issue is not how many sins, but Jesus.  If you don’t have Jesus, you will be lost for just one sin—no Jesus. 

B.  Yes—it’s true, there are still steps God has to take, to put all the sins on the SCAPEGOAT, lead him into the wilderness, that’s when sins are completely gone.  But can we at least agree on this—that when you give your sins to God, and He’s says they are forgiven—they are forgiven!  They are gone from you, and they can never come back.  In the heart of God, they will never come back!  TEXTS:  PSALM 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”  MICAH 7:19:  “You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”   ISAIAH 65:17 “The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”  ISAIAI 35:17 “You have put all my sins behind Your back.”  JEREMIAH 31:34 “I will remember their sins no more.”  1 CORINTHIANS 13:5 “Love keeps no record of wrongs.”  JOHN 1:29 “’Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’”  

C.  Back in the ‘70s, ‘80s, such huge battles over the Gospel.  Big conferences.  HOW ARE WE SAVED?  Huge debate over 1844—When did the DAY OF ATONEMENT start?  One group said, in 1844.  Another group said, NO, at the Cross.  Even at 25 years old in the hills of southern OR, I could figure that one out.  On the Day of Atonement they killed a goat.  Represented Christ.  Nobody died in 1844.  Christ died for us at the Cross.  Shouted, “It is finished.”  So the Day of Atonement started at the Cross.  God accepted it, Jesus sat down at the right hand of God.  Now we can HEBREWS 4:16 “Come boldly to the throne of grace.”  Jesus said “I am the Door.”  The veil ripped from top to bottom.  Now you can go all the way to God Himself.  At the Cross.   Yes, still more stuff to do at the end of the world.  But the Atonement started at the Cross 

HEBREWS 9:26 “He has appeared once for all TO DO AWAY WITH SIN by the sacrifice of himself.”

III.  RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH.  A.  One more battle—What I am going to say in 2 minutes was a huge battle, big books.  IS RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH—justification—the second you come to Christ, God counts you as righteous—or does it include SANCTIFICATION—the changes God still has to do in your life?  Is it FORGIVENESS for your sins, AND VICTORY OVER your sins, or just Forgiveness?  


B.  When you walk into the gates of heaven—St. Peter is there.  1000 jokes.  BROOKLYN—5 guys from Brooklyn wanted to get in, “I’ve got to go ask God,” when he got back, the gates were gone!  The question for all religions--Why should I let you into heaven?  IS it what Jesus did for you on the Cross, or is it also all the changes you’ve made—to become more like Christ?  No more 4-letter bathroom words, keep the true Sabbath, tithes and offerings, no more pork or wine?  What are all the boxes that have to be checked, to get into heaven?  YOUNG PASTOR emailed me last week—how can we say we’re saved by Jesus alone—but then you have to keep the true Sabbath and all this other stuff or you’re lost?

C.  But after this huge debate in the ‘70s—here is what the Church settled—What saves you is Jesus alone.  Righteousness by Faith is just Justification.  Sanctification is important.  Yes, we want to be transformed to be like Christ.  Yes, we want to keep the Sabbath and eat right and go to church and pay tithes and offerings and help the poor.  But saving righteousness is Jesus and Jesus alone!


D.  And here’s why:  We give God our best stuff—but mixed with us, it gets corrupted!  1 SELECTED MESSAGES 344—“…but passing through the corrupt channels of humanity, they are so defiled that unless purified by BLOOD, they can never be of value with God.”  But God’s standard is total, pure, perfect righteousness.  That’s why it has to be all Jesus.  It cannot be a mix of Jesus and us.  He’s the only one who lived a perfect life, perfect death.  The only way in is Jesus.  EGW—Faith & Works 24—“:If you would gather together everything that is good…in man and then present it to the angels as acting a part  in the salvation of the human soul, it would be considered TREASON against God.”  Great Multitude—huge crowd, all dressed in white.  Pure.  Every single one has victory over the Beast.  EGW--not one of them has a single thought of anything they have done themselves.  All Jesus.
IV.  JUSTIFICATION--CHALLENGE–TO BELIEVE IT.  A.  Justification.  “Just as if you have never sinned.”  Here’s the challenge–how can you believe that God sees you as if you have never sinned–when it’s obvious to you–you did sin?  Maybe nobody around you knows it, but you know it.


B.  At MOODY Bible Institute in Chicago–a guy took some kids hostage with a gun.  One of the students asked if she could pray for him.  They led him to Christ.  Prays the prayer, sitting there with the gun.  Saved or lost?   C.  This was the battle between Catholics and Luther.  Catholics said, If God calls you righteous and everybody knows you’re still sinning, God’s lying.  So God can’t call you righteous until you are really, totally, completely righteous.  Why they call it CATHOLIC GUILT—never think you’re good enough.  LUTHER said---God doesn’t pronounce you righteous because of you—but because of Christ!  Before you’ve changed anything—righteous!  LES MISERABLES—thief gets out of jail after 20 years.  Only place he can stay is with the bishop.  Steals the silver.  They catch him the next day, bring him to the bishop, he says you gave him the silver.  “Yes, and you forgot the CANDLESTICKS!”  it’s not true!  Is GRACE A LIE?


1.  Is it a lie, when God says you’re righteous and you’re not?  No—God isn’t forgiving sins, denying sins.  He’s forgiving people.  He’s talking about relationship—Righteous relationship!  PRODIGAL SON—boy comes home, father doesn’t talk about sins.  Just, My son is home.  Not saying there was no sin.  Just saying, that doesn’t matter now.  My son is home.  Relationship! 


D.  Famous picture, Vietnam War, girl got burned, napalm, ran naked down the road, got took a picture, got a Pulitzer Prize.  Became a Christian, came to Canada, 1996 spoke at the Vietnam Memorial, The pilot was there–now a pastor.  He and helicopter crew went up to her–she held out her arms and hugged him–all he could say was, “I’m sorry, I’m so sorry”–she’s saying “It’s all right, I forgive, I forgive.”  She’s not denying what happened.  She forgives the person.  What happens doesn’t matter in the relationship.

E.  The challenge is to get this belief down into the core of our soul.  PRETTY WOMAN–someone gave me this video, says, this is the HOSEA story from the Bible.  I am not promoting movies, or saying go watch it.  She’s a prostitute, but he gives her his credit card, go buy clothes.  Covers up all her unrightreousness.  Now she looks great.  He wants to set her up in an apartment, whenever he comes to town, be with her.  He’ll pay for everything—clothes, car.  BUT SHE SAYS “NO”.  Why?  She’s a prostitute.  But she’s changed.  What she had on the outside began to become real on the inside!   What she used to be she isn’t anymore.  But it started with the clothes, the hotel, how he treated her on the outside, and then it became who she was on the inside.  The new STORY takes over from her OLD STORY.  That’s what has to happen in Christ–God knows we’re sinners, we’ve been unfaithful.  But He covers us with His righteousness.  He loves us just the same.  The sins are gone.  And all of a sudden it goes from the outside in, and we begin to change on the inside.

They did an interview with the cast—asked each one their favorite word—hers—GRACE!

IV.  HOW CAN YOU LEARN TO BELIEVE IT?  A.  I can only tell you how it has worked for me.  I kept reading the promises–over and over.  JOHN 6:37 “’Whoever comes to Me I will never cast away.  ISAIAH 55:11 “My Word will never return to Me empty, but WILL ALWAYS accomplish what I desire.”  Just keep repeating these GRACE verses, and eventually it becomes real in your soul.

B.  God will shut Satan up.  REVELATION 12:10 “Satan is accuser of the Brethren.”  Not God.   Yes, the Holy Spirit gently let’s us know when we’ve hurt somebody.  But when you have already gone to Christ, gone to the Cross, and you still feel guilty in anyway—that is never God.  That’s Satan.  REVELATION 12:11 “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.”  The closer we get to Christ, Cross–this wall goes up, and we just can’t feel Satan’s accusations any more.  INDIANA JONES–I saw one clip, he’s in the Pyramids, snakes everywhere.  I wondered  how he did that?  He hates snakes.   They put up a glass wall.  CHRIST is that glass wall.  I took my dog with me through a car wash—saw all that water, brushes coming jumped into my lap.  Shaking.  No me—I know can’t touch me.  DANIEL 3—Daniel’s 3 friends came out of the fire—no trace of the fire on them—because they’ve been with Jesus!  DANIEL 6—king calls down to Daniel in the lions’ den—“Your God able to save you?”  DANIEL 6:26   “My God has shut the mouths of the lions.”  Satan is like a roaring lion—Christ has shut his mouth.
 APPEAL—Story Stuart Tyner told me--Famous painter, DEL VERROCCHIO–had studio, taught young students. He was working on painting of John the Baptist being baptized, had 2 angels down in corner.  Finished one of them, told young student, maybe 15, to finish the second angel.  Student did it so incredible, so much better than the master–del Verocchio put down his brushes, never painted again, student so much better.  Student was LEONARDO DA VINCE!  When we truly realize—Christ has done it all—put our brushes done.  Let it all be Christ.  Jesus is everything.  We are nothing.  He’s done it so much better than we ever could.

